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N o r t h  C a r o l i n a

Photo by David McAdoo. 

EWP FIELD DATA 
REPORT (FDR)  

ASSESSMENT & 
DOCUMENTATION

EWP FIELD DATA REPORT (FDR)

• Local Sponsors coordinate w/NRCS & Partner staff to 
pre-screen obviously non-qualifying locations using 
EWP eligibility screening reference.

• For sites that may be eligible, NRCS Area EWP  
Coordinator will assign FDR Teams to perform site 
visits,  review extent of damaged areas, and make  
preliminary determination on the potential for EWP 
work.

• The FDR helps evaluate and document sites, develop 
programmatic cost estimates for installation of recovery 
measures, site photos, and sketches of remediation 
measures.
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What happened and what damage occurred 
and what’s threatened?

situation that exists when the ability of a watershed to carry 
out its natural functions is reduced (or degraded) to the 
point where an imminent threat to health, life, or property 
is created.

Imminent threat means a substantial natural occurrence 
could cause significant damage to property or threaten 
human life in the near future. 

Immediate threat could occur within days.

Property is an artificial structure affixed to the land such 
as a house, building, road, and utility.

Threat can be at the site, upstream or downstream.

Negative impacts to flows and/or Soil/Water/Plants/Animals

A stream adjacent to several public roads and a waste 
water treatment plant, was severely eroded leaving
steep non-vegetated, unstable banks and excess sediment 
in stream.

High flows dislodged large trees and debris blocking 
stream flow threatening to washout road culvert
Spillway pipe collapsed causing flooding on local road
and on neighboring properties

Damage Description Examples:

Wave action removed vegetation and soils, and created 
vertical cut banks that threaten several homes
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What does a watershed do?
SWAPAH resource concerns

Debris blocking/redirecting stream flows, creating new 
bank erosion, increased sediment loads and turbidity

Flow being blocked/reduced in drainage way

Watershed Impairment Examples:

Increased erosion, increased sediment load to 
waterway, habitat destruction due to removal of 
waterfront vegetation, turbidity affecting habitat,
Hazardous debris impacting habitat

SOIL: EROSION 
SOIL: SOIL QUALITY DEGRADATION
WATER: EXCESS / INSUFFICIENT WATER
WATER: WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION
AIR: AIR QUALITY IMPACTS
PLANTS: DEGRADED PLANT CONDITION
ANIMALS: INADEQUATE HABITAT FOR FISH AND 
WILDLIFE
ANIMALS: LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 
LIMITATION
ENERGY: INEFFICIENT ENERGY USE
HUMAN: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
CONSIDERATIONS

Watershed Impairment Viewed through Resource Concerns:

SOIL: EROSION 

WATER: EXCESS / INSUFFICIENT WATER
WATER: WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION

ANIMALS: INADEQUATE HABITAT FOR FISH AND 
WILDLIFE

HUMAN: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
CONSIDERATIONS

Likely Impairment Viewed 
through Resource Concerns:
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What is the evidence that there has not been an ongoing 
watershed problem at this site, and that the impairment 
suddenly arises as a result of the natural disaster event?
Cite indicators that damages are “fresh” or have recently 
occurred

Summarize what will be protected from damage by the 
proposed work: 
Private Property: 
Business Property: 
Public Property, including public buildings, 
infrastructure and utilities: 
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Riprap
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Area Coordinator for EWP will provide cost 
estimate list for expected mitigation measures

This will be somewhat based on current FY 
practice assistance level 

Level of detail not as rigorous as the PDM-20 
form

ENGINEERING COST ESTIMATES FOR
REPAIR MEASURES:

Debris Removal: 
Clearing and Snagging (CPS 326)
Obstruction Removal (CPS 500)
Woody Residue Treatment (384)

Common EWP Mitigation:

Sediment Removal: 
Channel Bed Stabilization (CPS 584)
Open Channel (582)

Streambank Stabilization & Restoration:
Streambank and Shoreline Protection
(CPS 580)
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Common EWP Mitigation:
Gully & Erosion Repair: 

Grade Stabilization Structure (CPS 410)
Lined Waterway or Outlet (468)
Precision Land Forming (462)
Land Reclamation, Landslide Treatment
(CPS 453)
Land Smoothing (466)
Structure for Water Control (587)
Spoil Spreading (572)
Mulching (484)
Critical Area Planting (342)

Disposal of Livestock Mortality: 
Emergency Animal Mortality Management 
(CPS 368) 

Common EWP Mitigation:

Dike/Levee Repair: 
Dike (CPS 356)
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, 
employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, 

disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital 
status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is 

derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will 

apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

Slide 28

J Kjelgaard EWP Program Manager
Raleigh State Office

NC USDA-NRCS
Email: jim.kjelgaard@usda.gov

Office Tel: 919-873-2130

28


